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GREATER YELLOWSTONE  

AREA FEDERAL LANDS 

 

National Park Service 

Grand Teton National Park 

Yellowstone National Park 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Elk Refuge  

Red Rock Lakes Refuge  

National Forest Service 

Beaverhead-Deerlodge N. F. 

Bridger-Teton N.F. 

Caribou-Targhee N. F.  

Custer Gallatin N.F.  

Shoshone N.F. 

Bureau of Land Management 

MT – Western Montana District 

ID – Idaho Falls District  

WY -  Wind River/Bighorn Basin 

          and High Desert Districts 



 

BLM has a multiple use mission…  

 

 Our transportation network is imperative to 

accomplishing our diverse mission across public lands  

 

 

 

BLM TRANSPORTATION MISSION 



 Provide safe transportation 

infrastructure to access BLM 

administered lands 

 Roads  

 Bridges 

 Trails 

 

 Provide appropriate public, 

permitted, and 

administrative access to 

BLM-managed public lands 

through planning 

 

 

 

BLM TRANSPORTATION OBJECTIVES 



Our vision is to achieve 

comprehensive travel 

and transportation 

management plans 

across BLM lands to 

provide access using our 

transportation network 

for public, permitted, 

and administrative uses, 

while protecting and 

maintaining resources 

 

 

 

BLM TRANSPORTATION VISION 



Goals to achieving BLM travel and transportation vision: 

 

Establish a long-term, sustainable, multimodal 

transportation system  

 

Support the agency’s mission and planning goals, 

including resource management 

 

  Manage transportation in accordance with laws, 

regulations, and policies 

 

 

 

BLM TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION 

MANAGEMENT GOALS 



Goals to achieving our travel and transportation vision 
(continued): 

 

 Collect data on the impacts of YNP visitors on BLM 
managed lands for several years to determine 
correlations within the data 

 

 Apply a comprehensive approach to travel planning  

 

  Collaborate with federal land management agencies, 
state and local transportation agencies, gateway 
communities, and stakeholders to plan for transportation 
connectivity 

 

BLM TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION 

MANAGEMENT GOALS 



 Increase in public desire to access and use public lands 

 

 Visitors to YNP contact the BLM offices to ask about 

recreational opportunities in the area, including:  

 Wild horse viewing 

 Photography workshops  

 Fishing  

 Rafting 

 Back Country Byway excursions 

 Primitive camping 

NEED TO ADDRESS  

TRANSPORTATION IN THE GYA 



 The range of public desires and uses 
are expanding with new opportunities 
and mechanisms  

 Fat tire bikes  

 Commercial activities 

 

 These new opportunities and 
mechanisms may not have been fully 
considered during land use planning, 
and the impacts on resource 
management may not be fully 
understood 

 

NEED TO ADDRESS  

TRANSPORTATION IN THE GYA 



 Decisions resulting from current and future TMPs will 

address: 

 Outdoor recreation demand 

 Resource protection 

 Environmental stewardship 

 Facility and asset maintenance 

 Access for grazing permittees 

 Opportunities to accommodate new modes of travel such as 

UTVs and fat tire bicycles  

NEED TO ADDRESS  

TRANSPORTATION IN THE GYA 



 BLM IDAHO 

 17 miles paved roads 

 1,379 miles are primarily native 

surface and some gravel surfaced 

primitive roads and roads 

Recreation Facilities that include: 

 3 boat launches  

 1 developed & 2 undeveloped 

 1 parking lot at developed boat 

launch with approx. 70 parking 

spaces 

 6 undeveloped camping areas with 

approx. 15 camp sites 

 1 semi-developed camping area with 

approx. 10 camp sites. 

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK IN GYA 



 BLM MONTANA 

 81 miles of Public roads 

 571 miles of Primitive roads (high 
clearance vehicle) 

 Most Public and Primitive roads are 
native material with some gravel 
surfaced roads and only one paved 
road in the GYA 

 67 miles of trails 

 25 Recreation Facilities that include: 

 3 Boat Docks 

 17 Boat Ramps 

 1 Developed Campground 

 13 Semi-developed campgrounds with 107 
campsites 

 35 Parking lots with roughly 400 parking 
spaces 

 2 RV dump stations 

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK IN GYA 



 BLM WYOMING 

 McCullough Peaks Road  

 10 miles gravel road 

 

 Whistle Creek Road 

 7 miles graveled, 8 miles require 
gravel surfacing 

 Numerous drainage structures 
needed 

 

 Red Gulch Road  

 BLM FLTP network 

 5 miles to Red Gulch Dinosaur 
Tracksite 

 Multiple safety concerns including 
blind vertical and horizontal curves 

 Road is impassable when wet 
because it is a natural bentonite 
road  

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK IN GYA 



GYA ACTIVITIES, IDAHO 

 FLAP partnership with the City of Saint Anthony for 

planning of Henrys Fork Green Belt project 

 Route evaluation contracts for TMPs 

 Travel planning contracts (NEPA) 

 Assistance agreement with University of Idaho to aid in 

travel management planning 

 Funding the fabrication of road signs 

 



BLM Montana recently completed 

Ruby Creek Federal Lands 

Transportation Program (FLTP) 

funded project within the GYA.   

GYA ACTIVITIES, MONTANA 

This $2 million project 

designed and implemented by 

FHWA WFL division included 

paving approximately 3 miles 

of road, and reconstructing a 

parking lot and boat ramp.  



Increased awareness of the McCullough Peaks Herd 

Management Area (HMA) and the wild horses will continue  

to increase visitor use. 

BLM Wyoming proposed a wild horse viewing loop in the 

McCullough Peaks TMP. Portions of the loop have been evaluated 

and designed to provide access for multi -size vehicles.  

Friends of a Legacy (FOAL) group plans to develop an interpretive 

site on its property which is bordered on three sides by the HMA.  

GYA ACTIVITIES, WYOMING 



 Gaining legal access to isolated parcels of BLM land 

 Acquiring legal use of traditional roads and trails across 

private or state lands 

 

 Adequate resources to maintain our transportation 

assets 

 The ability to maintain routes based on the limited use 

they receive 

 

 Completion of TMPs in a timely manner to stop the 

proliferation of unauthorized routes 

 Ensuring that routes are designed and constructed to 

reduce deferred maintenance costs 

 

GYA TRANSPORTATION CONCERNS 



Our stakeholders are our partners and advocates, 

supporting our transportation planning and network 

improvements: 

 

 

PARTNERING OPPORTUNITIES 

 State/local governments 

 Hunting/fishing and recreation 

organizations 

 Local clubs and volunteers 

 Conservation and recreation groups  

 Work with the Friends of a Legacy 

(FOAL) wild horse advocacy group 

to promote the HMA and educate 

public about wild horse 

management and ecosystem 

enhancement. 

 



 The needs in the GYA are similar to most areas of the BLM 

where: 

 

 limited resources including staff and funds impact the BLM’s 

ability to maintain transportation assets 

 

 Travel planning may not always be completed in a timely manner 

which can impact resources, and our ability to provide adequate 

access to the public 

HOW WELL ARE GYA NEEDS BEING MET? 



Within the next 5 to 10 years the lack of resources 

should be resolved to allow the BLM to:  

 

 Complete TMPs to address new and future uses  

 Implement TMPs to protect resources 

 Perform maintenance to the transportation network 

to continue to provide access 

 Reduce the rate of maintenance activities that are 

deferred 

URGENCY TO MEET OUR NEEDS 



BLM Contacts: 
 

WYOMING 

Kimber Liebhauser 

District Manager  

Wind River/Bighorn Basin 
District Office  

(307) 347-5243 

kliebhau@blm.gov 

 

IDAHO 

Mary D'Aversa 

District Manager  

Idaho Falls District Office  

(208) 524-7500 

mdaversa@blm.gov 

 

CONTACTS 

MONTANA 
Richard Hotaling 

District Manager  

Western Montana District Office  

(406) 533-7600 

rhotalin@blm.gov 
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