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Introduction 

Whitebark p ine is a  “ keystone”  

spec ies throughout the Grea ter 
Yellowstone Ec osystem (GYE).  Its 

seeds a re a  ma jor food  sourc e for 

wild life, inc lud ing g rizzly bears and  
Cla rk’ s nutc rac ker.  Mounta in p ine 

beetles and  white p ine b lister rust 

have dec imated  white-bark p ine 
stands throughout its range. 
 

The Challenge 

Conserve the full spec trum of GYE 

whitebark p ine c ommunities in the 

fac e of both white p ine b lister rust 
and  mounta in p ine beetle 

infesta tions. 

 

Whitebark Pine Committee  

The Whitebark Pine Committee first 
met in 2001 with the mission “ to help  

ensure the long-term viab ility and  

func tion of whitebark p ine in the 

Grea ter Yellowstone Area” .  
Numerous ind ividua ls had  worked  on 

whitebark p ine management a t the 

unit level.  The Committee b rought 
together c ollec tive expertise from 

many federa l land  management 

units and  other interested  parties.  
The Grea ter Yellowstone 

Coord ina ting Committee 

enc ouraged  and  supported  the 

estab lishment of this group .    
 

The GY Whitebark Pine Committee 

meets annua lly to:  

 Coord ina te whitebark p ine 

monitoring and  inventory. 

 Share tec hnic a l support and  

expertise lead ing to whitebark p ine 
c onserva tion.  

 Provide a  forum for d isc ussion of 
whitebark p ine viab ility c onc erns and  

for the integra tion of sc ientific  find ings 

into the management a rena . 

 Serve as peer group  in review of 
monitoring, management ac tivities, 

eva lua tion assessments and  

restora tion ac tivities. 

 App ly a  stra teg ic  approac h to 

whitebark p ine management and  

restora tion.  

 Serve as a  tec hnic a l advisory group  to 
the Grea ter Yellowstone Coord ina ting 

Committee. 
 

 

Committee Representation 

 Yellowstone Nationa l Park 

 Grand  Teton Nationa l Park  

 Beaverhead -Deerlodge NF 

 Bridger-Teton NF 

 Caribou-Targhee NF 

 Custer NF 

 Ga lla tin NF 

 Shoshone NF 

 Montana  Sta te University 

researc hers 

 University of Montana  researc hers 

 University of Colorado researc hers 

 FS   Roc ky Mounta in and  Pac ific  

Researc h Sta tions 

 FS  Sta te and  Priva te Forestry 

 Interagenc y Grizzly Bear Study team 

 US Geolog ic  Servic e researc hers 

 

The Committee fosters a  forum for 

integra ting sc ienc e, researc h and  

management in whitebark p ine 
c onserva tion.  The Committee inc ludes 

federa l wild life b io log ists, entomolog ists 

and  fire ec olog ists.   
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Past Accomplishments 

1. Developed  a  key to ribes sp . in 

the Grea ter Yellowstone. 

2. Developed  whitebark p ine 
restora tion guidelines for the GY.  

3. Developed  a  whitebark p ine 

b ib liography for GY managers.  

4. Completed  a  whitebark p ine 

map for the GY. 

5. Coord ina ted  development of 

inventory and  monitoring 

p rotocols for white p ine b lister 

rust. 

6. Conduc ted  five years of b lister 
rust monitoring, ind ica ting a  20% 

rust infec tion in the GY. 

7. Selec ted  potentia l rust resistant 
trees, collec ted  seeds. 

8. Rec orded  ind ividua l tree morta lity 

and  ind ic a tions of morta lity from 

mounta in p ine beetle   

9. Defined  a  c lassific a tion for 

whitebark p ine c over types, size 

c lass, and  c anopy c lass tha t is 
c onsistent ac ross a ll units. 

10. Collec ted  existing vegeta tion 

layers from a ll Na tiona l Parks and  
Forests. 

11. Developed  c ross wa lks between 

existing da ta  sets and  the desired  

map a ttributes. 

12. Updated  GYA Whitebark Pine 

map. 

Current Committee Focus  

 Imp lement a  sampling reg ime for 

monitoring the sta tus of whitebark 
in the GYA, using ac tua l inventory 

results from the GY.  

 Develop  a  stra teg ic  monitoring 
p rogram, to trac k the sta tus and  

c ond ition of whitebark p ine ac ross 

the GY. 

 Develop  a  seedbank to help  reforest 

la rge a reas tha t have been d isturbed .   

 Further develop  b lister rust resistant 

seed  stoc k and  nursery estab lishment 

for restora tion p rojec ts.  Sow potentia l 

rust resistant seed lot and  begin 10 
year rust sc reening proc ess.    

 Provide tra ining of estab lished  

inventory and  monitoring p rotocols 
a round  the GY. 

 Complete GYA restora tion stra tegy.   

 

 

For additional information contact  

Kelly Mc Closkey, Grand  Teton N.P. 
Cha ir, WbP Committee 

307-739-3678  

Kelly_Mc Closkey@nps.gov  
 


